
 

September 25, 2020 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 Lawyers from Haley & Associates, Dedrick A. Moore Attorneys at Law, and the Unglesby 

Law Firm have been retained to represent De’onte Wilson. 

 Earlier this month, correctional officers Damien Anderson and Zachary Herpin viciously beat 

and tortured Mr. Wilson while he was incarcerated for the mere, nonviolent misdemeanor of allegedly 

breaking a window. A preliminary investigation conducted by St. Landry detectives contains video 

showing the officers repeatedly punching Mr. Wilson while he sat in a restraint chair, unable to defend 

himself. After Mr. Wilson courageously escaped this brutal beating, Officer Herpin again entered his 

cell and pepper sprayed him while he was already subdued. A short while later, while Mr. Wilson’s 

hands were handcuffed behind his back, Officer Anderson slammed his head into a concrete wall.  

While these events alone are absolutely abhorrent, they do not totally comprise the seemingly 

endless torment and suffering Mr. Wilson endured that day. Multiple persons witnessed other shocking 

and violent actions of officers Anderson and Herpin, and we will be releasing more details in the 

coming weeks.  

Thankfully, Mr. Wilson survived this horrifying and life-altering experience and will be 

released from jail this evening. Incarcerated individuals are defenseless, weaponless, and at the mercy 

of correctional officers. The use of gang tactics to torment and attack the vulnerable individuals in 

these officers’ care cannot be tolerated. While we are grateful that officers Anderson and Herpin have 

been fired and arrested, this story does not end here. We demand transparency through every level and 

stage of the investigation, and that these officers are exposed as the heartless, violent bullies with 

badges that they are. We have reason to believe this is not their first attack on an inmate; therefore, 

every detail of every previous attack and coverup must come to light. We demand to see their entire 

employment history, records, and all complaints lodged against them. We further request all video 

footage be released to the family and the public. Finally, we are asking District Attorney Cravins to 

prosecute Anderson and Herpin to the fullest extent of the law. 

We will be here fighting for justice for Mr. Wilson every step of the way. 

Yours in Justice, 

 Ronald Haley 

 Dedrick Moore 

 Christopher Murrell 


