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Update from Lafayette Parish School System 

The Lafayette Parish School System (LPSS) supports the research that proves that in-person learning is 

the best option for students, but also understands the importance of providing options for students and 

their families during this uniquely challenging time. During this pandemic, LPSS has quickly responded by 

developing different learning models such as hybrid, traditional, and virtual models of learning, as have 

other school systems in the state and country. We want families to have options in deciding on the best 

learning model for their student. LPSS’s goal is to provide high-quality teaching and learning to all 

students, while keeping the health and safety of staff and students as the top priority.  

According to Superintendent Irma Trosclair, “Safety continues to be our top priority, and we will 

continue to support safe practices in our schools. Staff continue to collaborate with health officials and 

are committed to supporting the health and safety of all employees and students. In our collaborations 

since the closure of schools in March, we have kept safety at the forefront of all decisions, and while 

there is a sense of anxiety amongst employees, students, and their families, we must find a way to 

educate our students and support their social and emotional needs.” 

Approximately 30% of elementary LPSS students have enrolled in Lafayette Online Academy, while the 

majority of families have decided to send their children to school in person. With the volume of 

elementary families opting for online learning through our Lafayette Online Academy (LOA), the 

numbers of students reporting to schools in person will be significantly less than in previous years. 

Therefore, on average we anticipate class sizes to be smaller than in the past. This enables LPSS to have 

students in grades PreK-5 report to school daily while remaining in compliance with the health and 

safety guidelines of the Louisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE), as well as 

the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) and Louisiana Department of Education. “Elementary 

students are a priority for school districts. The skills taught to students in their early years are critical and 

provide the foundation for the rest of their educational career. Middle and high school students are 

more independent learners, and therefore, a hybrid/blended approach is more appropriate for older 
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students than for younger ones. We remain dedicated to supporting both online and in-person 

students,” states Superintendent Trosclair.  

With the release of the 2020-21 Learn Lafayette plan earlier this week, LPSS outlined how it will return 

to school and educate students in a safe and productive learning environment. It is important for 

employees and families to review this plan as changes were announced.  We are committed to keeping 

education moving forward safely in the 2020-2021 school year and will remain diligent in following 

protocols that support health and safety.  

While teachers have not been on campus since August 11, 2020 for professional development, school 

administrators have been reporting to campus and continue to refine safety protocols and prepare for 

the return of students. Due to the start date of school being delayed until September 8, 2020, teachers 

are currently on break and not required to report to their school sites. While the district’s overarching 

plan has been released to staff and the public, staff will be briefed and trained in more detail specific to 

their particular sites when they return August 31, 2020.  In our Learn Lafayette plan on page 1, we refer 

to this as our “Safe Start” days. “Training on safety protocols and distance learning. Preparing 

classrooms based on phased guidance. Preparing for implementation of new classroom/school 

procedures.”  During this time, staff will receive guidance on federal and state laws regarding absences 

due to COVID-19 as it relates to contracting, quarantining, or isolating.  

LPSS administrators are beyond excited to bring teachers and staff back to campuses to allay any anxiety 

and share the comprehensive safety plans that have been developed. Superintendent Trosclair says, 

“School leaders and teachers continue to rise to the challenge. I continue to be impressed by the 

dedication of so many. The reopening of a school requires creativity and problem solving, and our 

employees have been tremendous resources during this time. With the start of school approaching, we 

are excited to welcome everyone back.”  

The Lafayette Parish School System will follow state guidelines in reporting positive cases of COVID-19. 

As Governor John Bel Edwards announced Tuesday, the state is working on a system to "efficiently 

report relevant COVID-19 data in schools for greater public visibility." Reporting protocols for K-12 

schools are being developed by the Louisiana Department of Health and once COVID-19 reporting 

guidelines are developed by LDH, LPSS will update the public accordingly.  

As a district, LPSS wants our families to know that we have developed protocols and processes to 

communicate with families when someone does test positive on a school campus. Please refer to page 

15 of the Learn Lafayette plan titled “Notifications” under the section “Health Guidelines for COVID-19.” 

Upon the school’s notification of a positive case of COVID-19 in a classroom, the school will first notify 

the entire class and second notify individuals identified as being in close contact with the infected 

individual (staff or student). Further information can be found on state and federal health websites. 

School Isolation/Quarantine Recommendations  

https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Coronavirus/resources/SchoolScenarios.pdf 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/11d-1x9Y6ao4fOTeZ9gXqVhSpL7XkF-_h/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11d-1x9Y6ao4fOTeZ9gXqVhSpL7XkF-_h/view
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Coronavirus/resources/SchoolScenarios.pdf


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID-19-Quarantine-vs-Isolation.pdf 

COVID-19 Flowchart for Schools  
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-PHCH/Center-CH/infectious-epi/CV19/cv_schoolflowchart_729.pdf 

LPSS will continue to communicate updates in the coming weeks as we work to implement our Learn 

Lafayette plan. 
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